
  

 

Backgrounder 

Whalehouse Point Restaurant and Bar was opened by owners Doug and Lee Biviano in 

the summer of 2018. The Biviano’s are the new concession owners, since the area has been 

under repair since Hurricane Sandy destroyed it. After years of being closed the Biviano’s 

bought this area because they used to take their three kids out to Watch Hill with their sailboat 

and drop anchor. Their kids, Quinn, Jessie and Serena, are normally there supporting their 

fathers dream of building the national seashore.  

Watch Hill concessions are open from the beginning of May to Columbus Day in 

October. Most people get there from the ferry, which is $20 for a round trip ticket, a water taxi, 

which are available to get to multiple places on the island, or others take their personal boats. 

Prices for slips range depending on if it is the shoulder season or the summer season. There are 

a numerous amount of deals depending on when you make your booking, for example if you 

come over and dine at Whalehouse Point the hourly dockage is free while you are in the 

restaurant.  

In addition to the restaurant there is also a snack bar that sells finger foods on the go 

and a Tiki Bar where customers can enjoy their famous Fire Island drink, The Rocket Fuel, 

outside overlooking the marina. The Tiki Bar is located near their general store, where one can 

buy souvenirs and the ranger’s station where a multitude of free events are held like kayaking 

and beach clean ups.  

Back in the day they wanted to build a highway that went through fire island, part of 

that plan was the Robert Moses Parkway, but there was resistance from the locals. In 1962 the 



plan was denied to run the highway through the entire island preserving the National Seashore. 

This is part of what creates the feeling of fire island. If there was a highway it would be well 

known and easily accessible to those on the mainland creating a completely different 

environment from what it is today. Time and time again people have said they love how there 

are not swarms of people at Watch Hill like at Davis, which is well known as a party 

atmosphere. The Hill is a place for families to disconnect and enjoy the people around them. 

The Biviano’s hope to build that family and community atmosphere today in a multitude 

of ways. First they wanted to provide more camping opportunities. They did this by creating 

glamping sites in addition to the camping sites they already had due to families loving them so 

much. This opened the summer of 2019.  

Second, they wanted to create a lovely laid-back area to go out with the family. By 

opening the restaurant Whalehouse Point, they did this with not only the delicious food 

prepared by Chef Alan, but by having a plethora of bands, solo singers, and events. Some of 

these events include movie night and Taco Tuesday, where you received three tacos and a 

margarita for $16. 

 On their menu, made by employee, Emily Rivera, there is a piping plover which is an 

endangered animal that is being protected on Fire Island. They wanted to create a bigger 

impact on the environment with their restaurant due to being prideful about being a National 

Seashore, so they created the Eco Hill Membership. This membership was created to reward 

community members who maintain the environment. There are a multitude of activities 

including beach clean ups, boat pooling, and much more. Participants will be able to take 

advantage of opportunities to listen to multiple speakers including the Watch Hill Rangers and 

Chris Paparo from Fish Guy Photos.  The goal is to encourage, inform, and reward those who 



contribute in these efforts, so owners Doug and Lee Biviano rewarded members by giving 

members a 20% discount off of their orders at the restaurant because they know the 

environmental change wouldn’t be possible without the recognition and help from their 

community. To maintain the environmental impact during the off season, they created the 

hashtag, #ecohill, for members to share their pride and the steps that they are taking to 

improve their environment at home. 

Tragically, a fire burned down the restaurant before they could implement this 

membership. The fire happened September 3rd in the middle of the night due to faulty wiring 

on a water heater.  Park Ranger Dakota Buckingham was the first to arrive on the scene, luckily 

no one was inside or hurt. After this happened, the owners did not want to leave the costumers 

hungry due to the nearest food source being a mile away in Davis Park. So, they built a 

temporary Sand Bar to keep open for the rest of the season while they wait for the 

reconstruction of the restaurant and bought a food truck for next season.  

They are planning on reopening mid-season, summer 2020 where they will implement 

the Eco Hill membership and have fresh creative meals for their Sand Bar and Food Truck being 

named Flava Flame after the restaurant succumbing to fire.  

To stay updated about what is upcoming for Watch Hill follow them on their social 

media accounts: Twitter and Instagram @lovefins, Facebook @lovefins, and a website 

(www.lovefins.com) to keep consumers updated and involved. Love FINS stands for love Fire 

Island National Seashore.  

 

 

 

http://www.lovefins.com)/

